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Profile

Brian Minshull is an environmental management specialist and ecological and ornithological consultant, with more than 25 years professional experience. His core areas of expertise include:

· ornithological and other ecological surveys;
· ornithological impact assessment;
· environmental impact assessment;
· environmental management; and,
· environmental consultation.

He has particular experience in the following sectors:

· various development schemes including onshore and offshore wind-farms, housing and golf resort   projects; and,
· oil and gas pipeline and related infrastructure projects.


He has worked throughout the U.K., and also on projects based in Lima, Peru, San Francisco, California, U.S. of A., (although the project was in Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Georgia), and in Ankara, Turkey.
This c.v. describes his employment profile; separately available documents provide more detail in terms of:

1. A Capability Statement for his company, BCM Environmental Services Limited;

2. Detailed accounts of his more recent ecological and environmental consultancy work;

3. Detailed accounts of his pipeline projects; and 

4. A training record.

Current Position
Principal, BCM Environmental Services Limited
Brian Minshull established his consultancy, BCM Environmental Services Limited, (BCMESL), in May 1990. For some 15 years, the main activity involved providing environmental support to oil and gas pipeline projects. Typically, this involved working for the client, (i.e, the developer), or the contractor, (i.e., the specialist construction company), although latterly Brian Minshull worked on international projects, often for ERM, in a role in which he was ‘embedded’ within the design team as the environmental point of contact. Environmental personnel on such projects have to be able to address the widest range of environmental issues, from all types of ecological survey to waste management and pollution control. Succinctly, they have to know how to address each issue themselves, or how to find someone who can. This has provided a tremendous wealth and breadth of experience as an environmental specialist on ‘live’ projects.
In recent years the majority of the work completed by Brian Minshull has involved providing ornithological, ecological and environmental management support to a variety of development projects. As such, it is believed that the comprehensive grounding that this pipeline project experience provided is now applied to a wider range of development projects, although usually in relation to a more closely defined area of specialism, i.e., ornithological and ecological expertise.
As an experienced field ornithologist, Brian Minshull has always carried out a variety of bird surveys, both professionally, and voluntarily, the latter from an early age. For example, preceding the creation of his consultancy, in the mid 1980’s he worked for the then government nature conservation body, the Nature Conservancy Council, undertaking upland bird surveys for two summers. Subsequently, he has completed many bird, and other, ecological, (e.g., habitat, badger and water vole), surveys, often as part of pipeline projects. 

However, as previously indicated, ornithological and ecological survey and other such work has become more central part of the activities of BCMESL. From April 2003 onwards, having spent some while partially diversifying and re-directing his company’s focus, Brian Minshull briefly become involved in wind-farm and other development projects. Initially this involved advising on and undertaking various bird surveys, often as part of a team, on several sites throughout Scotland, whilst working for consultancies such as RPS, YAEC and MBEC. The role developed to incorporate some of the wider aspects of EIA of wind-farm development schemes and bidding for such work. As such, he has worked closely with several associates who completed these bird surveys with him. 

Subsequently, the company has specialised in providing ornithological and ecological support for a wide variety of projects. This has included those activities required at the inception of a project, (e.g., ornithological and ecological surveys), to those required during implementation, (e.g., environmental management plans). 
In summary, each of these areas of work is outlined in the following sections.
Ecological and Environmental Consultancy Work

BCMESL provides ecological and environmental consultancy services including:

· Conducting specifically designed ornithological and ecological surveys, including wintering and breeding bird surveys, Phase 1 Habitat and Protected Species Surveys, etc.;
· Providing ecological and environmental management guidance and advice in support of development projects;
· Preparing appropriate assessments / Habitat Regulations assessments;

· Undertaking ornithological impact assessments and environmental impact assessments, (and/or managing, contributing to, or facilitating the same); and,
· Preparing practical environmental management plans as part of environmental management systems which are both project-specific and pragmatic; and, as necessary, undertaking the ‘environmental clerk of works’ role, or acting as an environmental auditor.   
Brian Minshull has completed many such pieces of work in recent years, for a variety of clients and on various types of development project.

In certain instances, the initial work-scope has expanded into the provision of other services, leading to larger, longer term multi-faceted consultancy work. Such projects include:

· Sefton WeBS-based Low-tide Bird Surveys and Ornithological and Environmental Management Guidance and Advice, (August 2008 – July 2009);
· Castle Stuart WeBS-based Wintering and Breeding Bird Surveys, Ornithological Impact Assessment, and Ornithological and Environmental Management Guidance and Advice, (September 2004 – present); and, 
· Fannyside Muir / Slamannan Plateau Bean Geese Survey, and Ecological and Environmental Management Guidance and Advice, (December 2005 – present).
Full details of all the ecological and environmental consultancy work are available separately.

Pipeline Projects 

Primarily as principal of BCMESL, Brian Minshull has extensive pipeline construction project experience.
In summary, the pipeline projects Brian Minshull has worked on are:
· Transco Bathgate to Newarthill Pipeline, Transco plc, September 2003 - June 2005;
· BP Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline, Bechtel, August 2001 – November 2002;
· BP Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline, Botas, February 2001 – July 2001;
· BP Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline, Pipeline Engineering GmbH, February 2001;
· Ove-Arup and Partners Baglan Bay Gas Pipeline, Murphy Pipelines Limited, June 2000 – October 2000;
· Shell Trans-Caspian Gas Pipeline, Environmental Resources Management, January 2000 – April 2000;
· BP Grangemouth Natural Gas Pipeline, BP, October 1998 – December 1999;
· Scottish Power Hatfield Moor Pipeline, AMEC Utilities Limited, January 1999 – July 1999;
· Shell Camisea (Peru) Export Pipelines, Environmental Resources Management, June 1998 – August 1998; 
· Transco Audley to Alrewas Pipeline, BG plc, April 1997 – April 1998; 
· BP Marine Vapour Recovery, AMEC / BP, October 1996 – May 1998;
· Premier Transco Limited Scotland to Northern Ireland Pipeline, Premier Transco Limited, October 1993 – November 1996;
· BP Forties Crude Export Expansion, AMEC Dalmeny Contractors J.V., January 1992 – September 1993;
· Shell Chemicals UK North West Ethylene Pipeline, Bechtel / Shell Chemicals UK, May 1990 – December 1991;
· BP Wytch Farm Oilfield Development, Export Line Purbeck to Southampton Pipeline, Press Construction Limited, January 1988 – November 1988; and,
· BP Wytch Farm Oilfield Development, Flowlines F–D, Press Construction Limited, September 1987 – January 1989.
Full details of the pipeline projects on which Brian Minshull was employed are available separately.
Previous Positions
Consultant, ERL, January 1989 – April 1990
Worked as a consultant for a large environmental consultancy firm, contributing to the environmental impact assessments of development projects, including Channel Tunnel Rail Link. Also producing reports with an ecological emphasis, managing external ecological consultants.

Assistant Wildlife Warden, Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council, August 1984 – August 1987

Entailed writing management plans, surveying wildlife, advising officers of the council and the public on wildlife matters, protecting wildlife, leading guided walks and giving illustrated lectures.

Fieldworker, Upland Bird Survey, Nature Conservancy Council, late March – mid July 1983 and 1984

Involved censusing birds on ten to twelve upland sites each year, liaising with the respective landowners, agents, gamekeepers and farmers. The birds present were plotted on large-scale maps, and the population related to the vegetation, which was also mapped.
Extramural Activities
Brian Minshull is a Fellow of the British Trust for Ornithology and a Founder Member of the National Centre for Ornithology. He continues to be a keen birder, but nowadays is just as interested in his Scottish list as his U.K. one, and he has also diversified his interests to include other wildlife such as butterflies and dragonflies and damselflies, along with many other aspects of conservation. He has been a Wildlife Inspector for DEFRA since 1987. Other interests tend to relate to his original ones, for example, he also enjoys travelling, walking, collecting books, drawing, and managing wildlife habitats, including a pond.
Selected Publications
Reed, T.M., Barrett, J., Barrett, C., Hayhow, S., and Minshull, B., (1985), Diurnal variability in the detection of waders on the breeding grounds. Bird Study, 32 71-74.
Minshull, B.C., (1996), The first Pine Bunting Emberiza leucophalos in Jordan. Sandgrouse, 18 (2) 69.
A complete list of papers, etc. is available separately.
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